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‘Twas the night before New Year’s ...
"Twas the night before New Year’s, and all through the Hall,

The Dancers were squared up, awaiting the call.
The banners were hung on the wall with great care,
CheckerBoard's here, and the Dudes & Dolls there.
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It was a sea of square dancers, in the waning hours of 2009. As |
sat at the back wall of the dance floor, a person sitting next to me
stated, “There are no finer people in the world than Square
Dancers, and there are no better square dance clubs than these
two”. As | pondered the words, | realized that it was undeniably true.
If we had more people in the world square dancing, rather than
politicizing, we would be in a much better place. Imagine having the
people square up for a square dance in some of the countries we
are in, rather than being hostile towards each other.

The CheckerBoard Squares and the Dudes & Dolls have a
combination dance every New Year's Eve. The committee meets,
and the tasks are assigned; and both clubs pull together, making a
most memorable evening of square and round dancing.

| remember last year, on New Year’s Day, when the cleanup of our
hall was scheduled, the same number of CheckerBoard Square
Members and Dudes & Dolls were there.

After the dance, this year, we all moved a chair or two, folded a
table, wiped down the table cloths, and cleaned up after the dance.
It was truly the Square Dance Community at work and play.

The caller, Greg Weber, and Cuer, Sue Weber, were entertaining
and professional in all their doings that night, in the Masonic Hall in
downtown Edmonds. They get a big fat Thank You!!!

All those who helped at anytime doing anything to ensure a

successful event, you also get a big fat Thank You!!!

The dinner was great, the choices that were made filled the bill, and
those that did more work than others get a special big fat Thank
You!!! because they are the wonderful workers that will get the
Job done. To the ones that were still there, at the end of the dance,
in the brand new hours of 2010, big fat Thank You!!!

Square Dancing from 2009 to 2010 ...

" Oh T hoechnjeleff the top of my shoe. That is the
third one | lost tonight,” says Wendell (with Cheri or
Cheryl). If it was anything but a square dance, somebody
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This one is worth 2,000 words ...

Going to Tea. Flo and Vera get all gussied up to attend a tea
party.

Sing-A-Long with Flo ...

At the three campouts we attended, a great time was had by all. At
the end of a busy day of racing RC cars, bidding at the auction,
playing games, and eating more than we should, in the evenings, at
Roger and Kay's camp site, the Dudes & Dolls gathered for the
Annual Sing-A-Long. Each year, more and more attended, and all
tried to contribute with a song of their choice. Problem was: no one
knew the words. We could sing the title line and mumble the next
two lines, but by the sixth line, it faded out to one or two trying to
sing for the whole glee club.

This campout, at the end of July, will have books and little tiny
flashlights to see the words of the songs, so singing will be
enthusiastic and exuberant, right to the last word and note.

But, and a big but it is, your help is needed.

Send me the words to the song or songs you would like to sing at
the Fourth Annual Dudes & Dolls Sing-A-Long. We will put them into
a book, ready for the campout.

Please email me the words at WarnFnel@msn.com.

Thanks!!!

Square Dancing, This is Your Life ...

In a coffee shop Newsletter, from Transcona, Manitoba, Canada, |
gleaned the following information about Square Dancing.

Square Dancing evolved on the East Coast of the USA. Many
ethnic and countries were streaming in to claim their part of the
Land of Plenty.

The schottische and the quadrille blended with dances from the
Ukraine and other European countries and cultures.Each location
likely had a different dance, because mo one could remember from
dance to dance, what the movements were from the previous get-
togethers. This caused the need for someone to remember the
moves and call them out as the people danced.

Then who appears on the scene, but the extrovert. A know-it-all who
could remember every step, these callers would develop styles of
the new art of “calling” a dance, and add colorful words and
phrases, as they prompted the dancers on which move to make
next. As the communities grew, and the dancers expanded their
dancing horizons, local callers would recall routines danced in other
communities, and thereby spreading favorite dances far and wide.
As the population went south and west, the dances went with them.
Soon the routines were spreading across this great land, into
Canada, Mexico, and all over the world.

All these new communities were looking for an activity that would
provide recreation as well as social contact with neighbors.

All it took was simple music, a skillful caller, a simple wooden floor,
such as the one in a barn or the local town hall.

As the population numbers expanded, urban sprawl almost caused
the demise of Square dancing.

Extra efforts by the participants, and their determination to retain the
tradition, and their willingness to share it with others, brought
Square Dancing back from extinction.

As square dancing became more urban, it also became more
informal, re-popularizing it immensely.

The appeal in a modern setting comes from the friendliness and the
wholesomeness of the persons involved. Around the world, all the
calls are in English, by order of the Grand Poohbah of Square
Dancing, so wherever you go, the dance will be understood.

It is not difficult, and can be enjoyed by young and old.

If you are reading this, and you square dance, you know of what |
write. If you are a non-dancer, you should find out if what | write is
true. Square Dance for Fun, Fun, Fun.

Thanks for your Help ...

If you have an idea that you would think should be printed in this
Newsletter, please email it to me at WarnFnel@msn.com. And
thanks to those that send in the photos they took. Each picture
saves me writing 1,000 words.

Need a Newsletter? We do them from start to finish.
Call Warren at 425 967-4700. We are printers that
know the difference betwixt a “Box-the-Gnat” and
a “Wheel-and-Deal.” Call us for printing. Thanks!!!
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